The skeletal stability of Le Fort I downfracture osteotomies with rigid fixation.
Twenty subjects receiving Le Fort I downfracture osteotomies stabilized with rigid fixation were studied for relapse. The analysis was based on longitudinal cephalometric radiographs taken within 2 weeks presurgically, 1 week postsurgically, and after a minimum period of 6 months postsurgically. Vertical and sagittal changes in the maxilla were evaluated in reference to the Frankfort horizontal plane. It was found that the mean postsurgical relapse was minimal and not significant. It was smaller than that reported for patients who had received stabilization of the maxilla with intraosseous and maxillomandibular wiring. It was concluded that the rigid fixation technique is dependable and yields stable postsurgical results in the maxilla.